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bargain is not to be interrupted by a little cheapening of one
of the parties.

The alderman dares not search too hard for his niece lest
his own connection with the smuggler be betrayed. Her
reputation is saved by a turn in the plot that is allegorically
justifiable but unfair to us as novel readers: Master Seadrift
turns out to be a charming young woman, in fact, the alder-
man's legitimate daughter, so close in their relationship are
lawful and illicit trade; and the high-spirited heroine has
merely been on a visit with her newly discovered cousin.
The stroke is a daring one in the completion of Cooper's pri-
vate task of treating commerce, a respected institution, with
amusement and contempt, but is at the same time his timid
surrender to another solemn institution, female respectabil-
ity, which he had seemed for a time to be treating with equal
lightness.
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